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PAGE 01 STATE 203541 
ORIGIN ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO L-03 HA-05 SIG-03 CIAE-00 INR-10 
NSAE-00 SS-15 SSO-OO NSCE-00 SP-02 PM-05 DODE-OO 
PA-01 ICAE-00 SSC-01 INRE-00 /060 R 

DRAFTED BY ARA/CEN : RCGR AH AM : LC 

APPROVED BY ARA:VPVAKY 

ARA:SASHELTON 

ARA/CEN :WMATTHEWS 

L/ARA:MKOZAK 

HA/HR:MSCHNEIDER 

051804 111811Z/50 

O 111746Z AUG 78ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA NIACT IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMCONSUL BELIZE IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 
AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
AMEMBASSY MANAGUA 
AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 203541 

FOR THE AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINT, PINS, PGOV, PDIP, PERP, HO 

SUBJECT: EMBASSY POSTURE TOWARDS NEW HONDURAN LEADERSHIP 

REF: (A) TEGUCIGALPA 3780 (B) TEGUCIGALPA 3771 (C) TEGUCI- 
GALPA 3765 (D) STATE 200321 

1 . THE DEPARTMENT CONCURS THAT NORMAL RELATIONS SHOULD 
NOW BE RESUMED BETWEEN EMBASSY AND GOH AVOIDING ONLY, AS 
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YOU HAVE RECOMMENDED, ACTIONS WHICH WOULD APPEAR TO BE 
POLITICALLY EMBRACING THE JUNTA. RE PARA 5 REFTEL (A), 

DEPARTMENT AGREES THAT NO ACTION IS NECESSARY REGARDING 
RECOGNITION. EVEN WHEN WE CONSIDER THAT A CHANGE IN 
GOVERNMENT HAS OCCURRED (AS IN BOLIVIA). IT HAS BEEN 
OUR PRACTICE NOT TO ADDRESS THE QUESTION OF RECOGNITION 
WHEN WE CONTINUE RELATIONS WITH THAT COUNTRY. WE ARE 
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PREPARING NEW PRESS GUIDANCE ON AN IF ASKED BASIS, WHICH 
WILL STATE THAT WE ARE CONTINUING NORMAL DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS- THE TEXT OF THE PRESS GUIDANCE WILL BE SENT 
SEPTEL. 

2. DEPARTMENT ALSO CONCURS THAT, IF ASKED, YOU SHOULD 
STATE TO PRESS THAT IT WOULD BE PREMATURE FOR YOU TO COM- 
MENT ON THE RECENT CHANGES, BUT THAT THE USG IS INTERESTED 
IN THE GOH’S CONTINUING SUPPORT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, PRESS 

FREEDOM, 

THE ELECTORAL PROCESS, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND THE 
MEDIATION PROCESS WITH EL SALVADOR. YOU MAY ADD THAT THE 
USG NOTES THE SUPERIOR COUNCIL'S STATEMENT ON THESE 
MATTERS. THE GOVERNMENT'S COMMITMENT TO THOSE PRINCIPLES 
AND IMPLEMENTATION OF ITS PLEDGE CAN ONLY HAVE A STRONG 
POSITIVE EFFECT ON OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS. 

3. WE LEAVE TO YOUR JUDGMENT WHETHER TO SEEK A MEETING 
WITH GENERAL PAZ OR WAIT FOR HIM TO INITIATE THE CONTACT. 
WHEN THE MEETING TAKES PLACE, YOU SHOULD INFORM GENERAL 
PAZ THAT WE HAVE NOTED THE SUPERIOR COUNCIL COMMUNIQUE 
CONFIRMING THE JUNTA S COMMITMENT TO ELECTIONS, PRESS 
FREEDOM AND OVERALL HUMAN RIGHTS, AND WERE PLEASED BY THIS 
COMMITMENT. OBVIOUSLY, THE GOVERNMENT'S ACTIONS IN THIS 
AREA WILL INFLUENCE STRONGLY THE NATURE OF OUR RELATION- 
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SHIP. FYI. WE BELIEVE THE TACTIC OF REMINDING GENERAL 
PAZ OF THE SUPERIOR COUNCIL'S PLEDGE, RATHER THAN 
ATTEMPTING TO ELICIT A SPECIFIC PLEDGE OF WHAT HAS 
ALREADY BEEN PROMISED WILL SERVE THE PURPOSE OF REMINDING 
HIM WE EXPECT THE GOH TO ABIDE BY THAT COMMITMENT, WITH- 
OUT RISKING PAZ'S ADVERSE REACTION. END FYI. 

4. DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES THE EMBASSY'S TIMELY AND 
COMPLETE REPORTING ON THE CHANGE IN LEADERSHIP. VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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